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“As farmers, we can make changes 

one farm at a time that together can 

have a big impact on water quality. 

Let's all work together to implement 

practices and build structures that 

improve water quality. We understand 

that every farm is different, so pick 

what works best for you. I encourage 

you to explore this website for more 

information or visit your local Soil and 

Water Conservation District office to 

learn more." 

 
- Bill Northey, Iowa Secretary of Agriculture 
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AN IOWA WATER QUALITY INITIATIVE 

DEMONSTRATION PROJECT

Information Sources 

 Facebook Page: Boone-River-Watershed 

@BooneRiver 

Project Website: BooneRiver.org 
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Kossuth, Humboldt, Wright 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjuv8Lzxr3JAhUFZCYKHWp9BhYQjRwIBw&url=http://greenecountynewsonline.com/2014/07/02/soil-moisture-now-in-surplus-in-many-places/&psig=AFQjCNEuiMrhxdrSlhqiwGcvwkBq8_f5yQ&ust=1449158652364021
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiqy8vX0r3JAhWIwiYKHbwrAfEQjRwIBw&url=http://insuredcity.com/p/nrcs logo jpg&psig=AFQjCNFqXCScFnPXPxRcIP8tJqXRrDXEcA&ust=1449161747016110
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj6loGSzb3JAhUJeCYKHS7sCMkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.ktiv.com/story/29234802/2015/06/03/iowa-dnr-assessing-damage-done-by-manure-spill&psig=AFQjCNGPAebRajZQUw3ZcIqxQsQwqeh8wg&ust=1449158874027800
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjFioePx73JAhXCbiYKHarWDfoQjRwIBw&url=http://www.google.com/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26cad%3Drja%26uact%3D8%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttp://www.nature.org/%26psig%3DAFQjCNFlntwoYQIwSLFBD83hdHIbf72SaA%26ust%3D1449158726523870&psig=AFQjCNFlntwoYQIwSLFBD83hdHIbf72SaA&ust=1449158726523870
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiS6fypzr3JAhWM5SYKHdu-CuUQjRwIBw&url=http://fccoop.blogspot.com/2013/07/ag-clean-water-alliance-differs-with.html&psig=AFQjCNEqiMIkh0L_Lr_EuzOB3T8sPi6UQw&ust=1449160669191717
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiipM-Q073JAhXH7SYKHa1ABCoQjRwIBw&url=http://www.extension.iastate.edu/&psig=AFQjCNGWSLGFue7kxjLDAgiLgQKa2pr0dw&ust=1449161948623037
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjxpo7Dz73JAhUD6SYKHVEfCVwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.nccoop.com/&psig=AFQjCNHympNxfevlYSU0dcyxPT8I1emxAg&ust=1449160988485341


 
 
 
 
 
 

INSERT PHOTO 

Cover Crop $35/acre (1st time users) - $20/acre (3 
year sign up) - $15/acre (non-1st time 1 
year) (WQI Project Area Rate) 

$25/acre (1st time users) - $15/acre 
(non-1st time) (WQI Statewide Rate) 

$24-60/acre (EQIP Federal Rate) 

Improves water quality, soil health and 
productivity. Decreases erosion, weeds, and 
compaction. Increases soil organic matter. Within 
project area: anyone can sign up for cover crops + 
strip till or no-till and receive an additional 
$15/acre in addition to the cover crop cost share 
options listed. 

 Strip-Till/No-Till $15/acre (1st time users) (WQI Project    
Area Rate) 

$10/acre for 1st time users (WQI 
Statewide Rate) 

$10/acre (EQIP Federal Rate) 

Improves water quality, soil health and 
productivity. Decreases erosion, nitrate leaching, 
weeds, trips, compaction, energy use, air pollution 
and money. Increases microbial activity, carbon 
sequestration, plant available moisture, food and 
escape cover for wildlife, water infiltration, soil 
organic matter. 

Nitrogen Stabilizer/Inhibitor $3/acre for 1st time users (WQI 
Statewide Rate) 

Improves water quality. Slows conversion of 
ammonium to nitrate resulting in less nitrates 
being lost, improving soil health. 

Nutrient Management: grid 
sampling, variable rate, soil 
nitrate/plant tissue test 

$11.17/acre Improves crop production, water, soil and air 
quality. Manages amount, source, placement, and 
timing of nutrients and reduces input costs. 

Bioreactor 50%+ (in project area up to 100%) 
Cost before incentive $8,000-$12,000 

Improves water quality by redirecting a portion of 
tile flow through underground woodchips. 

Saturated Buffers 50%+ (in project area up to 100%) 
Cost before incentive $2,000-$4,000 

Improves water quality by redistributing tile water 
laterally in the soil profile of a streamside buffer. 

Drainage Water Management 50%+ (in project area up to 100%) 
Cost before incentive $20-$89/acre 

Improves water quality and crop productivity by 
managing water table with control structures. 

Stream Buffer, Waterways, 

Wetlands, Oxbow 
Restorations 

Varies by design but can provide up to 
100% 

Improves water quality, habitat and cover for 
wildlife and improves carbon storage. Reduces 
erosion. Some options include annual payment. 
Limited availability. 

Water Monitoring 

Replicated Strip Trials 

Stalk Sampling (Corn Nitrate) 

Free (WQI Project Area Only) Evaluation and monitoring practices are led by 
project partner Iowa Soybean Association. Limited 
availability. 

 

         ELIGIBLE WATERSHEDS 
 

 
 
 
 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 

The Boone River Watershed Nutrient Management Initiative is a Water Quality Initiative Demonstration Projected funded 

through Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship. The project encourages landowners and producers within 

Prairie and Eagle Creek Watersheds to adopt conservation practices that reduce the amount of nutrients entering waterbodies. 

The project utilizes voluntary science based approaches identified in Iowa’s Nutrient Reduction Strategy (NRS) for nonpoint 

sources thus assisting in meeting the strategy’s 40% nitrogen and phosphorus reductions goals. 
 

       Practice                 Incentives/Cost-Share                          Notes 
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  WHO CAN PARTICIPATE 

 

Farmers and landowners in Eagle Creek or Prairie  

Creek watershed (WQI Project Area) are eligible  

to attend special events and qualify for the projects  

special cost share opportunities like anytime sign   

up and no restrictions on the number of acres or  

experience. Others are encouraged to attend field  

days and other events to learn about conservation  

practices and utilize other cost share opportunities. 

Eligibility requirements and payments may change. 

 

Project Coordinator 

Jordan Kolarik  
605 E. State Street Suite 2 

Algona, IA 50511 

515-295-5156 
jordan.kolarik@ia.nacdnet.net 


